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 Les dictated this letter.        Dear friends, 

A wise man once said, “Things don’t start out the way they end.”  A couple of months ago I stepped 
on a piece of glass in Costa Rica and developed a serious infection in my left leg, which a trip to the hospital 
Emergency Room in Costa Rica did not cure.  As a result, we had to take an emergency flight back to the 
US, to North Carolina, where the glass was removed and four antibiotics later, I was on the mend.  
Sometimes the tropics can be unkind. 

Here in NC, we have a close friend who is 91 years old who has a house that he shares with us 
when we need to stop over in NC.  I also have a brother who lives in the area.  Some of the best doctors and 
hospitals in the US are located here in this area. In the process of tests and taking blood samples, stage four 
cancer was found.  At the consultation on April first, the cancer doctor gave us the news that no treatment or 
surgery would be effective, and that my time was short. 

I am reminded of two things: 1. There are so many people in this world who are worse off than I.    2. 
”My times are in Your hands.”   Psalm 31:15.  One of our charter church members in Costa Rica sent me 
encouraging words from Isaiah 41:10  “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I 
will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my righteousness.” 

Thanks to all of you who have been helping with the 
support of our national pastors in West Africa.  The church in 
Sierra Leone, West Africa, is making progress with your help. 
Sierra Leone is a predominately Muslim country next to 
Liberia, but which recognizes freedom of religion.  

The people have begun building a thousand-seat 
auditorium.  To that end, they are meeting temporarily in a 
woven bamboo church, have been making many bricks out 
of termite hill mud, secured the church property, built his and 
her outhouses, have built a new dirt road to the property. 
Have a successful water well, have a vibrant visitation 
program, and are baptizing new converts on a regular basis.  
Please keep up the good work, as Jane will continue 
forwarding your donations to Pastor John Flumo.  Pastor Flumo can be reached by telephone at any time.  

   
Jane finishes this letter: Missionary Les Zerbe, my beloved husband of almost 57 years, peacefully 

entered the presence of his Saviour on April 30 at 4:30 AM.  The funeral will be Monday, May 5 at 2 PM at 
Marshal Baptist Church, 5739 Old Rural Hall Road, Winston-Salem, NC 27105.  Rather than flowers the 
family is requesting donations to be made toward the new church building in Sierra Leone.  If you wish to 
have a part in that ministry, please send to Central Missionary Clearinghouse, address below.   

I do covet your prayers for me as I continue in this life without my husband.  I walk by faith and not 
by sight. Thank you for your generous support during our many years of ministry.   
 
Every blessing, 
Les and Jane Zerbe 

To donate, write check to CMC and attach a note “for Les Zerbe/ John Flumo.”  
Send  to: CENTRAL MISSIONARY CLEARINGHOUSE, 

P.O. Box 219228 – Houston, Texas 77218-9228     1-800-CMC-PRAY 
(Sending Church: Lavon Drive Baptist Church, 1520 Lavon Drive, Garland, TX 75040) 
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